                                  REPORT ON BRAZIL MISSION TRIP 

If we were to compare the attendance on the day we inaugurated the chapel built by the Tallowood mission team in cooperation with Brazilians, with a church in Houston, it would mean that 44.750 people would be inside and outside one of our worship buildings trying to get in! Over 1% of the population of Pedra Branca were at the site of the new building for the dedication service. About 20 people confessed their faith in Christ that night. Many others trusted in Jesus during the week as they were treated by a Brazilian medical doctor and also received reading glasses taken by our team to Ceará. 
Pedra Branca is a city of 45.000 people situated in the very center of the large State of Ceará. It was a long and tiring trip to get there because after a long airplane ride, there was another 5 hours by bus which our team endured like good soldiers of Jesus Christ. Another church, from Magnolia, Texas, went with us and built a second chapel just 40 miles from where we worked. Senador Pompeu also inaugurated its church building on the same Friday as we did in Pedra Branca (White Rock). 
This city is situated close to the hills and at night gave us some relief from the intense heat of the day. Hundreds of motorcycles are heard going up and down the streets at all times of day or night. People ride them without helmets! Since thieves were taking advantage of their helmets to rob and not be known, a decision was made not to use helmets! It is also the kind of city that existed in our country years ago. We would go to the plaza at night, after our wonderful team meetings where we shared our impressions of the day. At the plaza young people would come around and want to talk to the Americans. We were surrounded by 30-40 young people at times and “talked english” and shared the reason we were in their city. In fact the “gringos” were the talk of the town. Whatever store we were in to buy building supplies they knew we were there. 
Pinky Pampell, Brian Mclain and I visited a local public school where we talked about America and later were able to preach to them and give each one a tract on How to Have Eternal Life. On another ocasion Rober Suarez from our Hispanic church and I were interviewed by the local radio that is literally heard by the entire city. Again, people heard that we were there because of our love for Jesus Christ.
On Sunday and during the inauguration several of our people, like Earl Nichols, Pastor Thon Lun, Robert Pratt, Jose German Rivas, Bob Hruzek and others shared their testimony which were very effective. The team had a party for a multitude of kids one night and gave them gifts. The beenies that Thelma McDaniel took and the cars Pinky took were an absoslute success. Thelma and Pinky also helped Brenda Hallock in the distribution of reading glasses. Everyone works and works hard. George Bruner was always present. John York built trusts and Cliff led the paint crew. Gary Matlock led the group passing concrete blocks to each other and up on the foundation. Martha Ocampo from our Hispanic Church did everything. She was an amazing trooper.

One day, by chance, sitting around one of the tables we noticed that 6 nations were represented in our group. They were Myanmar, Mexico, El Salvador, Nicaragua, United States and Brazil. What a beautiful picture of the power of God to not only bring our group together in such way, but also being The Lord that is loved by all of us.  


How about inviting one of the people mentioned in this article to share a few minutes in your Sunday School department. You will be blessed by their message. 





Eddy Hallock

Highlights:

· Hunger for the gospel continues in Brazil

· Christian friends are truly a present from God
· Gratefulness of those benefited was shared many times
· Potential of church growth was obvious in the cities where we worked
· At least three (3) other churches besides Tallowood want to go back to build a chapel!
· Seeing people believe in Christ is always rewarding
· Meeting needs of the poor in medical area always impressive. One man who saw for the first time in years after receiving his new pair of glasses, was overwhelmed with joy when he saw his picture on a digital camera.
· A baptism that took place at a beautiful place on Saturday. It was at a dam close to the city. The young lady gave a powerful testimony before she was baptized. She was from the Church in Pedra Branca 
